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    The season to enjoy beautiful red maple leaves lasts until the middle of 
November. It is nice to visit the garden when it becomes a mystical world 
of lights. Visitors can also enjoy purchasing special local products at the 
newly-opened ñKoshiji Momiji no Chayaò (Maple Leaf Tea House).  
     Volunteers will guide you in the garden and give you some tourist 
information.   

Momijien (Maple Garden) in the Koshiji District Letôs Explore Something Mysterious in Nagaoka 
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Look! You can see an alpacaôs face 
 on the tip of a walnutôs branch! 

 URL: http://www.city.nagaoka.niigata.jp/῎⁸ ќ 
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        Newsletter in English (Konnichiwa! Nagaoka) 

Have you ever seen walnuts scattered 
over roadways? Crows often drop these 
walnuts on the road to get passing vehicles 
to crack the hard shells. You may be won-
dering where crows get these nuts.        
The nuts are called onigurumi (Japanese 
walnut) and are widely distributed through-
out Japan. Onigurumi trees grow in the 
sunny wetlands of forests and riverbanks. 
In fall, they bear nuts covered with tough 
husks. 
When winter approaches and leaves 

fall, only bare branches remain. If you 
take a close look at the tip of a branch, you 
may find an interesting mark where a leaf 
was originally attached. The mark looks 
like an alpacaôs face. So, these alpacas on 
walnut trees are looking forward to seeing 
you. In Nagaoka, you can find onigurumi 
trees around the Umataka J¹mon Kan Hall 
and in the Fujihashi Historic Plaza.  
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 Letôs Welcome More Tourists to Nagaoka 

The city endeavors to welcome more visitors and tourists by pro-
moting various interesting tourist spots and nice restaurants where they 
can enjoy local cuisine. 
   Needless to say, the Nagaoka Grand Fireworks Show draws a tre-
mendous number of spectators every year. Nagaoka has many other 
special features in the areas of history, culture, the natural environment, 
and food. In order for more tourists to take an interest in the wonders of 
Nagaoka, we must further enhance and promote our historical heritage, 
cultural aspects, and traditions. 
   In 2020, ñNagaoka Hanabi Kan (Nagaoka Fireworks Hall)ò will 
open. It will have a dome-shaped theater, a food court, a space for local 
products, and many other features, which is expected to draw more 
tourists to Nagaoka. 

On Hachisuba Avenue in the 
Washima district, there is a retro 
town that still retains the air 
of past times. 

The thick-walled fire-proof earthen building 
owned by the Kina Saffron Liqueur Brewery 
in Settaya is elaborately decorated with color-
ful flowers, birds, and animals. The artwork, 
called kote-e, is created by applying colorful 
plaster on white walls with a kote (plastererôs 
trowel). 

To Commemorate the 15
th
 Year Since the Great Chuetsu Earthquake 

Moving into the future with our experience of the events of October 23
rd
, 2004 

    On October 23rd, 2019, various memorial events were 
held in central Nagaoka and the Yamakoshi and Kawaguchi 
districts. Thanks to citizensô efforts to restore the disaster-stricken 
communities and the great support provided by numerous 

groups and volunteers, we have been able to rebuild Nagaoka 
into its current state. We will share with future generations 
the lessons we acquired from our experiences during the ca-
tastrophe. 

The 15th Commemoration  
Ceremony was held at City Hall 
Plaza ï A¹re Nagaoka. Mayor 
Tatsunobu Isoda delivered the 
opening address. The third year 
students from Oguni Junior High 
School, who were born in the year 
of the earthquake, made presenta-
tions about their projects, in which 
they thought about how they can 
contribute to preventing disasters.   

With our condolences to the 
earthquake victims and in 
appreciation of enormous 
support, balloons were re-
leased at the Gathering for 
Recovery in the Yamakoshi 
district.  
 

During the lighting of memorial 
candles in the Kawaguchi district, 
the participants were determined to 
continue to convey their experiences 
of the disaster and their restoration 
efforts to future generations. 

A view of the sunset on the Sea of 
Japan from the Shiomidai Heights 
in the old Hokkoku Highway area. 

In Appreciation 

Succession 

People expressed their condo-
lences to the earthquake victims 
at the floral tribute held at City 
Hall Plaza ï A¹re Nagaoka. 

With Condolences 

With Determination 
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