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Open House and ñA I U E ò Orchestra  

    for Parents and Children 
  Aug. 25 (Sun.) 11:00 a.m. ï 2:00 p.m. 
    Lyric Hall 

ñA I U E ò Orchestra 

    Schºnbergôs Verklªrte Nacht (Transfigured Night) 
    Schnittkeôs Moz-Art a la Haydn  
    Aug. 25 (Sun.) 2:00 p.m.  
    Lyric Hall 

Chamber Music Concert                   

   Haydn String Quartets 
   Morzartôs Clarinet Quintet, and more 
   Aug. 23 (Fri.) 7:00 p.m. 
   Aug. 24 (Sat.) 3:00 p.m.    
   Lyric Hall 
   Tickets: Ô2,500  Ô1,000 for students 
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Top-Notch Classical Music  
Coming to Nagaoka This Summer  

The Affinis Summer Music Festival 
August 20 (Tues.) ï August 25 (Sun.) 

World-class musicians will present various heart-warming  
programs for the citizens of Nagaoka to enjoy classical music.  

John Storgards 
Conductor and Violinist  

BBC Philharmonic Orchestra 

Henrik Hochschild 
Violinist 

Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra  

Inhyuk Cho 
Clarinet Player 

Metropolitan Opera House 

Orchestra Practice Sessions (open to the public) 

  .Aug. 20 (Tues.) ï 22 (Thurs.)  9:30 a.m. and 2:00 p.mה

 Lyric Hall (Ô500 per day or Ô1,000 for three days)  

 .Aug. 21 (Wed.) 4:30 p.m. and 22 (Thurs.) 9:30 a.mה

 A¹re Nagaoka (Admission: Free) 

Special Concert at the City Council Hall 

 Haydn String Quartets   
    Aug. 22 (Thurs.) 12:15 p.m. 
    A¹re Nagaoka (Admission: Free) 
   (application required via return postcard) 

photo:K.Miura 

Free ñPromenadeò Concert  

   (prior to the Chamber Music Concert)  
   Aug. 23 (Fri.) 6:00 p.m. ï 6:30 p.m.   
   Aug. 24 (Sat.) 2:00 p.m. ï 2:30 p.m. 
   Lyric Hall 

photo:K.Miura 
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Thursday, August 1 
Heiwa Sai (Peace Festival) 
5:30 p.m. ï 10:00 p.m. 
Ote Street, Suzuran Street, and Central Street 
(1st Program)  5:30 p.m. ï 5:35 p.m. 
Opening Ceremony  
(2nd Program)  5:35 p.m. ï 6:55 p.m. 
Harley-Davidson 

Mini-Live Concert 

Baton Twirling 

Taiko Drumming 
(3rd Program)  Parade  6:55 p.m. ï 7:20 p.m. 
Harley-Davidson 

Niwaka Parade   

Fire Department Band and Baton Twirling  
(4th Program) 7:25 p.m. ï 8:45 p.m. 
Dai Miny¹ Nagashi (Grand Folk Dance Parade) 

 Everyone is welcome to join dai miny¹ nagashi. 
  Just come and join us. 
(5th Program) 8:50 p.m. ï 10:00 p.m. 
Mikoshi (portable shrines) 

Ohayashi (festival music bands) 

Taiko Drumming 
  
Nagaoka City Peace Prayer Ceremony:  
9:00 a.m.  A¹re Nagaoka 
 
Nagaoka Peace Forum:  
2:00 p.m.  A¹re Nagaoka 
 
T¹r¹ Nagashi (Releasing Memorial Lanterns) 
6:00 p.m. ï 8:30 p.m. 
On the Kaki River from Oimawashi 
Bridge to Ichinohashi Bridge 
 
Pure White Fireworks  
in Memory of the Nagaoka 
Air-Raid Victims: 10:30 p.m. 

Friday, August 2 
Fureai Friendship Plaza 
(Daytime Programs) 
11:30 a.m. ï 3:30 p.m. 
Ote Street, Suzuran Street, and Central Street 
Parade 

Fire Department Band 11:50 a.m. 

Stage Shows 

Summer Music Festival   9:00 a.m. ï 12:55 p.m. 

Many shows, fun programs, and food stalls 
Ote Street intersection, in front of NaDeC BASE, and 
Arena in A¹re Nagaoka, City Hall Complex  
 
Ďhanabi Taikai (Grand Fireworks Show) 
7:20 p.m. ï 9:10 p.m. 
On the Shinano Riverbanks between Chosei Bridge and 
Ote Ohashi Bridge  

The 2019 Nagaoka Festival 

Saturday, August 3 
Wampaku Omatsuri Hiroba  
(Romping Kidsô Festival Plaza) 
(Daytime Programs) 
11:30 a.m. ï 3:30 p.m. 
Ote Street, Suzuran Street, and Central Street 
Stage Shows 

Parade 

Many shows, fun programs, and food stalls 

Flea Market   

    
Ďhanabi Taikai (Grand Fireworks Show) 
7:20 p.m. ï 9:10 p.m. 
On the Shinano Riverbanks between Chosei Bridge and 
Ote Ohashi Bridge  

Ote Sky Deck Closed 
 8:00 p.m. Έ 11:30 p.m.  
 Aug. 2 and Aug. 3 

Suzuran Street 

Ote Street 

Central Street 

Nagaoka Station 

One Way 
No Vehicles  

Allowed 

Traffic Restriction Hours during  
the Heiwa Sai (Peace Festival) and 

Daytime Programs 
 

    Aug. 1 (Thursday)    5:00 p.m. ï 10:30 p.m. 
    Aug. 2 (Friday)       10:30 a.m.  ï  4:00 p.m. 
    Aug. 3 (Saturday)   10:30 a.m.  ï  4:00 p.m.  
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The Origin of the Nagaoka Festival 

  The people of Nagaoka celebrate the Nagaoka Festival 
annually in August with a festive mood. However, its origin 
goes back to the memory of a sad incident on a miserable 
summer night, which has been deeply inscribed in the history 
of Nagaoka. 
  On August 1, 1945, B29 bombers dropped a massive amount of 
incendiary shells over Nagaoka, which immediately turned 
Nagaoka into a deluge of fire. Starting at 10:30 p.m., the air 
raid lasted until 12:10 a.m. of August 2. The bombing burned 
down nearly 80% of the downtown area and claimed 1,488 
lives (confirmed as of August 1, 2019). 
  With indescribable sorrow and anger, the people of Nagaoka 
trembled and shuddered at the nightmarish sight of misery 
extending throughout the town. 
 Expressing our condolences to the air raid victims and sym- 

bolizing the sad day as a significant day for restoration, the 
City of Nagaoka held the Nagaoka Restoration Festival on 
August 1st, 1946, one year after the bombing. The annual 
Nagaoka Festival has its origin in this 1946 restoration festival.  
 This festival helped comfort the hearts of the war-affected 
citizens of Nagaoka and encouraged them to restore the war-
devastated city by working together with all their indomitable 
spirit and strength.  

Special Features of the Nagaoka Fireworks 
A total of 20,000 fireworks shells are launched during the two nights of the Nagaoka Festival Grand Fireworks Show. The 
dynamic event is held against the backdrop of the Shinano River, the longest river in Japan. The most spectacular and magnificent 
fireworks color the summer night sky of Nagaoka. 

Sh¹-Sanjakudama (3-foot-diameter shell fireworks) and 
Niagara Falls 

  The highlight of the Nagaoka Festival Grand Fireworks 
Show is the renowned Sh¹-Sanjakudama, which are simulta-
neously launched with a set of fireworks called Niagara Falls. 
These fireworks magnificently illuminate the fireworks view-
ing sites all around the riverbanks. In the image of the true  
Niagara Falls, the 650-meter-long dynamic fireworks display 
vigorously flows down into the river, creating a mystical glowing 
world in a matter of seconds after ignition. Both fireworks, 
shown exclusively in Nagaoka, are the embodiment of the 
most sophisticated skills of local pyrotechnicians. 
 
Phoenix Fireworks Wishing for a Complete Recovery 

  Phoenix Fireworks were born in 2005, one year after the 
Great Chuetsu Earthquake hit. Since then, the fireworks have 
been launched annually in order to encourage many people in 
the Chuetsu Region as well as in other areas in Niigata Prefecture 
to move forward despite the hardships we experienced during 
the disaster. 

Ten Chi Jin Fireworks 
  Ten Chi Jin, a long-running period TV drama, was broadcast in 
2009. These brilliant and spectacular fireworks are accompa-
nied by the magnificent sounds of the theme music from the 
drama, which depicted the deep affection that Kanetsugu Naoe 
had for the people. Kanetsugu Naoe was a samurai warrior from the 
civil strife era who had a special connection to old Nagaoka. 
 

ñKono Sora no Hana (The Flower of This Sky),  
the Story of Nagaoka Fireworksò 

  These fireworks have been displayed in commemoration 
of a film entitled ñKono Sora no Hana,ò which was created by 
Mr. Nobuhiko Obayashi, a film director, in 2012. The fireworks 
are displayed annually along with the hopes of Mr. Kiyoshi 
Yamashita, an artist, who said, ñIf we could convert all the 
bombs of the world to fireworks and launch them, there 
would be no wars.ò 

ñFurusato Wa Hitotsu (The Earth, Our Only Hometown)ò 
  In 2014 Mr. Ryudo Uzaki, a musician, and Ms. Yoko Aki, a lyricist, 
created a song to express Nagaokansô thoughts. The song is entitled, 
ñFurusato Wa Hitotsu,.ò We have only one hometown, the earth. 
 

Super Grand Wide Star Mine Fireworks 
  Star mine fireworks in five different colors are launched simulta-
neously from five locations in a row. A dynamic pageant is 
presented with a brilliant glow of lights in crimson, blue, yellow, 
green, and purple along with the echoing sounds from each 
roaring mine. 
 

Super Grand Miracle Star Mine Fireworks 
  In 1998, a new type of highly elaborate fireworks were created. 
ñMiracle Star Mineò was chosen from recommendations for 
the name by the general public. Being launched simultaneously 
from several locations, the three-dimensional Miracle Star Mine 
with a stereoscopic effect is one of the most well-known star 
mine fireworks of Nagaoka. 
 

Kome Hyappy¹ (One Hundred Sacks of Rice) Fireworks 
  For this yearôs fireworks show, this musical star mine will be 
displayed with a song entitled ñLook upon the Skyò created by 
Ms. Chikako Sawada. She wanted this song to be sung to encourage 
and to convey the Spirit of One Hundred Sacks of Rice to the 
children, who are our hopes for the future. Ms. Sawada proposed 
that Kome Hyappy¹ Fireworks be shown accompanied by the 
Nagaoka Boysô and Girlsô Choir as a new Nagaoka Fireworks version. 
 

Pure White Fireworks 
  The Nagaoka Festival has its origin in the Nagaoka Air Raid that 
started at 10:30 p.m. on August 1st, 1945. At this memorial time 
every year, three shots of pure white fireworks are shot up quietly 
in expression of our condolences to war victims, in appreciation 
of our predecessors who helped Nagaoka recover from the war 
devastation, and with our prayers for everlasting peace. 

Proper  Manners at Fireworks Viewing Sites 
In order to ensure the safety of fireworks viewing sites, spectators are required to obey the following rules: 

Each personôs space is limited to about 100 by 80 centimeters.   
Refrain from reserving a larger space than you actually need. 
Do not use rocks or concrete blocks to hold down the edges of 
a sheet. 
Smoking is not allowed in fireworks viewing sites. 

Pets are not allowed. 

If you use a tripod, make sure that it is at an appropriate 
  height that does not obstruct the view of other spectators. 

High heels are dangerous for walking on the grassy, sandy, 
  and slanting turf of the riverbanks. 
Tables and chairs are not allowed because they may obstruct  
  the view of other spectators. 
Decide on a meeting location with the people accompanying  
  you so that no one gets lost. 
Small unmanned aircrafts including drones and radio-controlled 

 helicopters are strictly prohibited at the fireworks viewing sites. 

In the aftermath of the Nagaoka Air Raid  
(Photo Courtesy of the Nagaoka War Damage Exhibit Hall) 

In order to pass on 
this history to future  
generations, the  
Nagaoka Festival is  
held annually on  
August 1st, 2nd, and 3rd. 


