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Celebrating the New Year 
with Habotan

Habotan (literally leaf peony, but translated 
as ornamental cabbage) is traditionally used as a 
decoration to celebrate the arrival of the New Year. 

At the Greenery and Flower Center in the 
Nagaoka Disaster Prevention Park, visitors enjoy 
arranging habotan with pine needles and heads of 
rice in their own creative ways, hoping that their 
new year will be blessed with joy and happiness.  
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Happy New Year!
May Your New Year Be Filled

with
Joy, Peace, Love, and Good Health
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Mayor Mori’s Message for the New Year
Nagaoka Will Boldly Step Towards the Future

A Talk for the New Year

White Chrysanthemums

Happy New Year to you all. It has been ten years 
since the 2004 flood and Great Chûetsu Earthquake 
caused serious damage to our city, municipal 
consolidations took place uniting us with our 
neighboring communities, and the establishment of 
an educational program under the motto: “Creating 
Educational Programs with Enthusiasm, Excitement, 
and for Building Dreams.” 

With our condolences to the earthquake victims, 
our appreciation for support, and our prayers for 
further recovery, we have strived to promote city 
development based on our traditional ways of 
cooperation among citizens. We have also focused 
on educational programs based on the teaching 
originating from the historic event of One Hundred 
Sacks of Rice.  

City Hall Plaza – Aôre Nagaoka has become 
a symbolic landmark where people from all 
generations can come together to express their own 
ideas, create a variety of interesting programs, and 
enjoy various events, allowing us to show the value 
of our community resources and our community’s 
attractiveness to not only all of Japan, but the entire 
world. 

The completion of the Yamakoshi Recovery 
Exhibit Hall (named Orataru) in October, 2013 
put the finishing touches on the Chûetsu Memorial 
Corridor, a strip of land dotted with sites and 
facilities that show details of damage caused by the 
2004 Great Chuetsu Earthquake. By conveying our 
experiences and lessons learned from disasters to the 
rest of Japan, we hope Nagaoka’s efforts to recover 
from disasters can encourage many people in other 
catastrophe-stricken areas.

In the presence of the Emperor and Empress, the 
National Tree Planting Festival will be held here 
in Nagaoka in June of this year, the first time for 
Niigata Prefecture to host this event in 42 years. We 
will be happy to show the Emperor and Empress 
the state of our safe and complete recovery from the 
disasters in our community. 

The citizens of Nagaoka have overcome various 
hardships caused by war devastation and disasters 
with their resilience and strength. We will continue 
to step forward with the strong ties established 
among the people in our community and look 
forward to the future of our precious hometown, 
Nagaoka, for the next ten years and more.  

   In order to express our wishes to convert all the bombs of the world to fireworks, 
fireworks including three shots of “White Chrysanthemums” were launched on the 
riverbanks of the Shinano on December 8th , the day the Pacific War between Japan and the 
U.S.A. broke out in 1941. At Suidô Park, citizens volunteered to light candles with prayers 
for peace. 

Happy New Year to you all. It has been ten years 
since the 2004 flood and Great Chûetsu Earthquake 
caused serious damage to our city, municipal 
consolidations took place uniting us with our 
neighboring communities, and the establishment of 
an educational program under the motto: “Creating 
Educational Programs with Enthusiasm, Excitement, 
and for Building Dreams.” 

With our condolences to the earthquake victims, 
our appreciation for support, and our prayers for 
further recovery, we have strived to promote city 
development based on our traditional ways of 
cooperation among citizens. We have also focused 
on educational programs based on the teaching 
originating from the historic event of One Hundred 
Sacks of Rice.  

City Hall Plaza – Aôre Nagaoka has become 
a symbolic landmark where people from all 
generations can come together to express their own 
ideas, create a variety of interesting programs, and 
enjoy various events, allowing us to show the value 
of our community resources and our community’s 
attractiveness to not only all of Japan, but the entire 
world. 

The completion of the Yamakoshi Recovery 
Exhibit Hall (named Orataru) in October, 2013 
put the finishing touches on the Chûetsu Memorial 
Corridor, a strip of land dotted with sites and 
facilities that show details of damage caused by the 
2004 Great Chûetsu Earthquake. By conveying our 
experiences and lessons learned from disasters to the 
rest of Japan, we hope Nagaoka’s efforts to recover 
from disasters can encourage many people in other 
catastrophe-stricken areas.

In the presence of the Emperor and Empress, the 
National Tree Planting Festival will be held here 
in Nagaoka in June of this year, the first time for 
Niigata Prefecture to host this event in 42 years. We 
will be happy to show the Emperor and Empress 
the state of our safe and complete recovery from the 
disasters in our community. 

The citizens of Nagaoka have overcome various 
hardships caused by war devastation and disasters 
with their resilience and strength. We will continue 
to step forward with the strong ties established 
among the people in our community and look 
forward to the future of our precious hometown, 
Nagaoka, for the next ten years and more.  

 The Phoenix Fireworks Wishing for a Complete Recovery are the 
highlight of the Nagaoka Fireworks Festival held annually in the 
memory of war victims and for the pursuit of peace. This year also 
marks the 10th anniversary of the Phoenix Fireworks. With the 
Phoenix Fireworks in mind and looking towards Nagaoka’s future, 
Mayor Mori had a talk with Ms. Ayaka Hirahara, who sings the song 
entitled “Jupiter,” which accompanies the Phoenix Fireworks, and 
two representatives from the Phoenix Fireworks supporting 
organization, Mr. Higuchi and Mr. Ishida. 

A Talk for the New Year
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A mega solar power 
plant will begin operations 
in the East Zone of the West 
Hillside Area in 2014. A 
total of 9,408 photovoltaic 
panels at the approximately 
3.8-hectare site will be able 

to generate nearly 2,000,000 kilowatts annually, which is 
enough power for 600 households. In order to cope with 
the heavy snowfalls common in Nagaoka, the panels will 
be installed at a 30-degree angle on 2-meter-high racks.

Capitalizing on the city’s “Frontier Challenge Subsidy,” 
a local research group for next-generation robots has 
developed an exploration robot in collaboration with 
the Nagaoka University of Technology. The robot was 
designed to explore disaster-stricken confined areas 
humans cannot enter. The robot 
participated in a world-class robot 
competition held in the U.S.A. in 
December 2013, where it helped 
to promote high-level technology 
developed in Nagaoka.

This section is a series that introduces high-quality products and technologies 
exclusively developed by various local industrial corporations. This installation 
brings you pieces of metal wire made of rust-free stainless steel produced by 
Nagaoka Spring Co. They are excellent devices for distributing power to buildings 
and households more efficiently than conventional ways.

Utilizing the rebounding force of springs, pieces of metal wire with springs 
attached to both ends can eliminate the need for extra utility poles when extending 
electricity distribution lines in different directions. This can reduce the maintenance 
costs for distribution lines. Nagaoka Spring Co. has been receiving monthly orders 
of 70,000 pieces, up from the 40,000 in their first months of production.

ANA, one of Japan’s leading airlines, chose a photo of Nagaoka Fireworks for one of 12 selected views 
of the world in their 2014 calendar. Applications for 10 free copies of the calendar are being accepted at 
Seisaku Kikaku Ka (the Policy Planning Division) until Wednesday, January 15 th . Winners will be decided 
by lottery. Please call 0258-39-2204 and say, “Moshi Moshi calendar ga hoshii desu. (Hello, I’d like to 
get a calendar.)”

Nagaoka Fireworks will be displayed 
again with the song “Jupiter” by Ayaka 
Hirahara during the Honolulu Festival 
in March.

(Waikiki Beach, March 4, 2013)

“We are the members of the Organizing Committee for the National 
Log-Sawing Competition held annually in the Mishima District. Our 
log-sawing event will be one of the highlights of the Honolulu Festival 
in March of this year. We are looking forward to welcoming any 
participants interested in trying to saw logs with a huge saw that we are 
taking to Honolulu.” Oguni’s origami art (the art of paper folding) and 
Yamakoshi’s nishikigoi (multi-colored ornamental carp) will also be 
introduced at the Nagaoka Booth during the festival.
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Snow-removal operations on roads are 
conducted in the daytime, the middle 
of the night, and early in the morning. 
Some noise is expected when removal 
operations are carried out.

Lumps of snow left by snowplows in 
front of houses should be removed by 
each household.

Vehicles parked on the street make it 
difficult for snow-removal operations. 
Please do not park your vehicles on 
the street.

Please drive slowly and carefully 
when driving behind snowplows.

Please do not dump snow on the 
roads.

It is appreciated if you remove snow 
from pedestrian crossings.
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Major Emergency Medical Facilities
Major General Hospitals 
Nagaoka Chûô Sôgô Byôin (Central General Hospital)	 0258-35-3700
Nagaoka Sekijûji Byôin (Red Cross Hospital)	 0258-28-3600
Tachikawa Sôgô Byôin (General Hospital)	 0258-33-3111
Nagaoka Kenkô (Civic Health) Center	 0258-32-5000
2-5-1 Nishi Senju

Nagaoka Station
Nagaoka Kenkô (Civic Health ) Center

Ôte  Ôhashi
Bridge

Chôsei 
 Bridge

Shinano River

Technical 
High School Former

City Office

Shiyakusho (City Office) Street 

Ôte  Ôhashi
Bridge

Chôsei 
 Bridge

Shinano River

Technical 
High School

City Office
Saiwai-chô 
Branch

Shiyakusho (City Office) Street 

  

Nagaoka Kenkô (Civic Health ) Center

Dental Clinic for Sundays and Holidays
(0258-33-9644)

Chûetsu Center for Children’s Emergency Treatment
(0258-86-5099)

For obstetrics and gynecology (san fujin ka), 
the staff at this facility will give information 
about which clinic is assigned for each Sunday 
or holiday.

Facilities

Clinic for Sundays, Holidays, and Nights
(0258-37-1199)

Internal Medicine
(Naika)

Pediatrics
(Shônika)
Surgery
(Geka) 

Dentistry
(Shika)

Pediatrics
(Shônika)

Departments
(Monday     –     Friday)	 6:45 p.m.   	–   	 9:30 p.m.
(Sundays and Holidays)	 9:00 a.m.	 –	 11:30 a.m.
	 1:00 p.m.	 –	 4:30 p.m.
(Sundays and Holidays)	 9:00 a.m.	 –	 11:30 a.m.
	 1:00 p.m.	 –	 4:30 p.m.
(Sundays and Holidays)	 9:00 a.m.	 –	 11:30 a.m.
	 1:00 p.m.	 –	 4:30 p.m.
(Sundays and Holidays)	 9:00 a.m.	 –	 11:30 a.m.
	 1:00 p.m.	 –	 3:30 p.m.

(Monday   –   Saturday)	 6:45 p.m.	 –	 9:30 p.m.

 Hours

The consumption of electricity in winter usually soars 
due to excessive use of electrical appliances such as air 
conditioners and space heaters. In order to keep a stable 
supply of electricity, you are encouraged to economize your 
electricity consumption as much as possible, especially 
during peak hours (from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.).


