Nagaoka City Office
2-2-1 Saiwai-cho, Nagaocka City, Niigata Prefecture, 940-8501 Japan
Phone: 0258-39-2207 Fax: 0258-39-2280

The Honorable Mufi Hannemann
Mayor of the City and County of Honolulu

August 17, 2007
Dear Mayor Hannemann:

On the occasion of my visit to the City and County of Honoluluy, I would like to express my sincere condolences
in a token of respect to the' memory of the many people who lost their lives during the Pearl Harbor attack.

The City of Nagaoka is the hometown of two people who left their footprints in the history of 20th century
diplomacy between the U.S.A. and Japan. One of them is Hiroshi Saito who became a Japanese ambassador to
the U.S.A. at the rather young age of 49. The other is Isoroku Yamamoté who instructed the Pearl Harbor
attack as the Commander in Chief of the Combined Fleet of the Japan Imperial Navy.

Both Hiroshi Saito and Isoroku Yamamoto tried to avoid the outbreak of war between the U.S.A. and Japan. I
would like you to refer to the attached sheets of paper for detailed information on this matter. Both Hiroshi
Saito as the Ambassador to the U.S.A. and Isoroku Yamamoto as the Under Secretary of the Navy stood firmly
against the outbreak of war between the U.S.A. and Japan. It is a well-known fact among the Japanese people
that their opinions exposed them to the great danger of attacks from pro-war Japanese citizens, signifying the
volatile situation in those days. However, Yamamoto was appointed as the Commander in Chief of the
Combined Fleet and was to instruct the Pearl Harbor attack. Consequently, he had to assume the entire
responsibility for the surprise attack that was carried out. Since the proclamation of war was delayed, the
attack was criticized as illegal in later years.

On August 1, 1945, four years after the Pearl Harbor attack, the City of Nagaoka was air raided by the U.S. Air
Force. The bombing claimed 1,476 lives and burned down 80% of the city.

Despite Saito and Yamamoto’s efforts to avoid the war, the air raid caused tremendous devastation to the city.
Thus, the people of Nagaoka know much better than anyone else that the lack of mutual understanding among
nations can lead to a tragedy like war.

It has been 62 years since the end of the war. I am convinced that it is now time for us to deepen the mutual
understanding between our cities, which will hopefully contribute to strengthening friendship between the
U.S.A. and Japan.

Please allow me to propose two specific ideas of mine. First, I would like to send a delegation from Nagaoka to
the City of Honolulu at the beginning of next year. If the delegation is able to be accepted, it would be a precious
opportunity for us to deepen mutual understanding about our historic bonds.

Secondly, I would appreciate it if we could welcome you, the Mayor of Honolulu, to Nagaoka. It would be a great
pleasure and honor for the City of Nagaoka to have you in our city. Early August would be the best time for you
to visit our city. The Grand Fireworks Show has been held on August 27d and 3 every year since 1947 in
memory of the Nagaoka air raid victims and to represent the determination of post-war recovery. Recently
fireworks have also been launched in the hopes of a safe restoration of the earthquake-stricken Nagaoka. We
are proud of Nagaoka's Grand Fireworks Show believing it to be the biggest display of fireworks in the world in
quality and quantity. I would certainly like you to enjoy our gorgeous fireworks show.

I would like to stress that deepening ties between our cities will help our friendly relationships further develop
between Hawaii and Japan and the U.S.A. and Japan, hoping that it will eventually contribute to the pursuit of
world peace.

Very truly yours,
d ami i %MU
Tamio Mort

Mayor of Nagaoka City
TM/mh
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