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Hands-on Experiences of Local Culture
September 20th (Sat), 21st (Sun), and 23rd (National Holiday)   
In front of Kosei Kaikan Civic Auditorium

Because of the municipal mergers that took place in
2005 and 2006, the city enjoys a wide variety of special
cultural features that have been nurtured in each district. 

Under the theme entitled, “Rediscover treasures of our
hometown, hunting for something special that is fun,
tasty, or you can be proud of,” regional traditions, prod-
ucts, specialties, and crafts from the city’s 10 districts
will be introduced. 

The joint team of the Junior Research Group of
Nagaoka Iron Industry and the Kimura Laboratory of the

Nagaoka University
of Technology took
4th place in the
Rescue Section of
the 2008 RoboCup
World Competition
that was held in
China in July.

The contestants
included 18 teams

from nine countries. Robots equipped with cameras and
sensors competed for speed and accuracy of discovering
victims in a field set up as a disaster site. 

The joint team of the metal processing professionals
and the research team of the university started a collabo-
ration project after the 2004 Great Chûetsu Earthquake. 

In May, they won their 2nd championship at the 2008
RoboCup National Competition, thus representing Japan
in the world competition. They contributed to demon-
strating to the world Nagaoka’s efforts in developing
unique ideas.

The 2008 RoboCup World Competition
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Mortars for launching fireworks shells and a replica of
a 3-foot-diameter fireworks shell are on display in front
of the Ôte Exit (the west side of Nagaoka Station) as
Nagaoka’s historic monuments. One of the displays is
the 3.6 m high mortar, which weighs 3.5 tons. The mor-
tar was used to shoot Nagaoka’s well-known 3-foot-
diameter fireworks shells (Shôsanjakudama) for almost

75 years between
1926 and 2000.

According to a
local newspaper
published in those
days, a pyrotech-
nician named
Shigeji Nakagawa
placed a custom
order for an iron

mortar that could endure an explosion of a 370 Kg fire-
works shell that reached as high as 560 meters above the
ground.

While launching fireworks shells was not allowed dur-
ing the Pacific War, the mortar was left lying on the
riverbank of the Shinano
River. In 1951, it was used
again when the launching of
3-foot-diameter shells was
revived by Seiki and Seiji
Kase, Nagaoka’s renowned
father-and-son pyrotechni-
cians. The hard-working
mortar was retired at the
age of 75 and now wel-
comes visitors to Nagaoka
in front of the station.

Exploring Nagaoka
~ The Retired Mortar for 3-Foot-Diameter Fireworks Shells ~
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Prof. Kimura (left) 
Mr. Aida (right) 
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