


Helpful Advice from Nagaoka to
the Earthquake-Stricken Province in China
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In order to acquire
some helpful advice on
how to restore earth-
quake-stricken areas,
Mr. Cui Tian Kai, the
Chinese Ambassador to
Japan, visited the
Yamakoshi District that
was also heavily dam-
aged by the 2004 Great
Chûetsu Earthquake.

On June 2nd, 2008,
Mayor Mori of Nagaoka
City gave the ambassa-

dor an inspection tour to the site where houses were
buried under water when the local river was dammed up
by landslides as a result of the earthquakes. The tour was
also extended to the newly constructed residential area in

the Yamakoshi District.
“What I have seen and learned here today is sure to

benefit our restoration efforts from the damage caused
by the huge earthquakes that recently hit the Province of
Sichuan,” stressed the ambassador.

The Chinese Government invited Mayor Mori to give
a keynote speech at the Japan China Seminar for
Restoration Support. The seminar, which was held in
Beijing on July 1st and 2nd of this year, was organized
by the Chinese Government, Tsinghua University, and
the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA).
Based on his knowledge acquired through his experi-
ence, the mayor provided various suggestions that were
useful for the people of China to recover from the dam-
age caused by the disaster. After the seminar Mayor
Mori and his associates visited the regions where people
are still suffering from the devastation in the Province of
Sichuan.

The Value of the Spirit of Kome Hyappyô(One Hundred Sacks of Rice) Recognized

The New Fusoki Park Will Feature a Roofed Plaza
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The citizens of Nagaoka take pride in and draw
courage from the guiding principle, known as the Spirit
of Kome Hyappyô, which was derived from the historic
incident that took place after the end of the Boshin Civil
War of 1868. This principle emphasizes that education
be the first priority even in the midst of hardships caused
by the devastation of war.

The 13th Kome Hyappyô Citizens�ŸDay was held in
Nagaoka Lyric Hall on June 15, 2008. The Kome
Hyappyô Award for this year was presented by the
Nagaoka City Kome Hyappyô Foundation to Ms.
Toropekai Surutani, originally from Afghanistan and
now a resident of Tsukuba City, who devoted herself to
help women in Afghanistan achieve professional skills.

The Special Kome Hyappyô Award for this year went
to the National Theater Drama School of Honduras,

Adjacent to the North District Public Library, a new park
named Fusoki Park, with an area of approximately 9,600
square meters, is scheduled to open on Saturday, July 26th.
The park will be equipped with a nearly 1,000g roofed

plaza where visitors
can enjoy recreational
activities on the
ground covered with
synthetic grass even
on rainy or snowy
days throughout the
year.

The park can also

be used as an emergency aid center by providing a place
for medical and logistical support and restoration efforts
in case of a disaster. The parking lot can hold 38 vehi-
cles.

Since the early stages
of planning, the local
residents of the Fusoki
area participated in the
construction project by
attending workshops
that were held four
times.

whose students performed
the drama Kome Hyappyô
over 80 times in Honduras
and also in Costa Rica,
Nicaragua,  and El
Salvador. On behalf of the
school, Ms. Nadina
Lefebvre, the Ambassador
of Honduras to Japan,
attended the ceremony
and received a plaque and
a replica of a historic
flame-shaped pot as a
commemorative gift.

Ms. Toropekai Surutani (left)
Mayor Tamio Mori (right)

Ambassador Cui Tian Kai (right)
Mayor Tamio Mori (left)

Fusoki Park

Ambassador Nadina Lefebvre (left)
Mayor Tamio Mori (right) 
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Ôhanabi Taikai(Grand Fireworks Festival)
7:15 p.m. -9:15 p.m.
On the Shinano Riverbanks between Chôsei Bridge and Ôte
Ôhashi Bridge

August 3rd(Sunday)
[Wild Kids’ Plaza]
Daytime Programs   11:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Ôte Street, Suzuran Street, and Central Street
* Many Fun Programs
* Flea Market        11:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Suzuran Street Area
Fee:�Ç500/3m x1.8m
Registration: By July 31st (Thursday)
Suzuran Dôri Shôtengai Jimukyoku
(Suzuran St. Shopping Mall Office)
Phone: 0258-32-2480
(10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m./Weekdays)

Ôhanabi Taikai(Grand Fireworks Festival)
7:15 p.m. -9:15 p.m.
On the Shinano Riverbanks between Chôsei Bridge and Ôte
Ôhashi Bridge

August 1 (Friday) 
Zenyasai�¢ the eve of the festival�£
5:45 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.
Ôte Street, Suzuran Street, and Central Street
[Opening ]  5:45 p.m. – 06:05 p.m.                     

Baton Twirling 
[1ST Program] 6:05 p.m. – 07:00 p.m.
*Maebure (Forerunner)  
*Harley-Davidson�¢ Forerunner�£
*Taiko Drumming  
*Tôrô (Lantern) Ceremony                    
[2nd Program] 7:00 p.m. – 07:25 p.m.
*Parade              
[3rd Program] 7:25 p.m. – 08:45 p.m. 
*Dai Minyô Nagashi�¢ Folk Dance Parade�£
7:25 p.m. – 08:45 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to join minyô nagashi.
Just come and join us.
[4th Program] 8:50 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.
*Mikoshi 
*Taiko Drumming                    .
[Tôrô Nagashi�¢ Paper Lantern Floating�£ ]
6:40 p.m. – 09:00 p.m.

Between Ichinohashi Bridge and Oimawashi Bridge on
the Kaki River �Ç800/ lantern

[Prayer Meetings for Nagaoka Air Raid Victims]
6:00 a.m. -  Hiragata Park
7:00 a.m. -  Shôfukuji Temple 
[Prayer Meetings for Anti-Nuclear Arms and  Peace] 8:00 a.m.

Heiwa no Mori�¢ Peace Forest �£ Memorial Park
[ Fireworks in Memory of the  Nagaoka Air Raid Victims]   10:30 a.m.

August 2nd(Saturday)
[Fureai Friendship Plaza]
Daytime Programs              11:30 a.m. -13:30 p.m.
Ôte Street, Suzuran Street, and Central Street
* Opening Parade               11:30 a.m. -11:50 a.m.
* Summer Music Festival  12:45 p.m - 11:05 p.m. 
* Many Shows and Fun Programs   

11:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.
* Flea Market                     11:30 a.m. -13:30 p.m.

Suzuran Street
Fee:�Ç500/3m x 1.8m  �Ç2,000/vehicle 
Registration: By July 31st (Thursday)
Suzuran Dôri Shôtengai Jimukyoku
(Suzuran St. Shopping Mall Office)
Phone: 0258-32-2480 (10:00 a.m. -15:00 p.m./weekdays)
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2008 NAGAOKA FESTIVAL

Origins of the Nagaoka Festival

Nagaoka was reduced to rubble during the air raid of August 1st, 1945.

August 1st, 1945 was a sad and distressing day Nagaokans
will never forget. Starting at 10:26 p.m., a total of 125 B-29
bombers took off from the island of Tinian, a neighboring
island of Saipan, and flew over Nagaoka, dropping approxi-
mately 163,000 firebombs from an altitude of about 3,000
meters for one hour and 40 minutes. Innumerable fire bomb
shells rained down and fell like burning hail over the city.
Flames turned the land literally into a deluge of fire. The bomb-
ing claimed 1,476 lives and burned down 80% of the city.   

In 1946, the city designated August 1st as a day to com-
memorate the rebirth of the city. The annual Nagaoka
Festival has its origin in the Nagaoka City Festival for
Restoration from War Devastation. 

In memory of the Nagaoka air raid victims, in pursuit of
everlasting peace, and in determination of recovery from the
earthquake damage, the Nagaoka Festival has been promoted

year after year. 
On August 2nd and 3rd, Nagaokans also celebrate Japan’s

largest scale fireworks show along the banks of the Shinano
River as a reminder of the people who lost their lives during
the air raid. To the people of Nagaoka, the city’s annual fire-
works show is a symbol of peace and an expression of enthu-
siasm for Nagaoka’s postwar reconstruction. 
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One Way

No Vehicles

The Biggest Summer Fireworks Show in Japan

Traffic Restriction 
during

the Eve of the Festival
and

Daytime Programs

Restricted Hours
August 1st (Friday)--- the Eve of the Festival

5:30 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.
August 2nd (Saturday)--- Daytime Programs

11:00 a.m.  – 4:00 p.m.
August 3rd (Sunday)--- Daytime Programs

11:00 a.m.  – 4:00 p.m.

Nagaokans can boast about
the biggest summer fire-
works show in Japan, which
takes place against the back-
drop of the Shinano River.
The spectacular display of
20,000 fireworks draws over
700,000 people from home
and abroad. 

The highlights of the Grand
Fireworks Show of the
Nagaoka Festival include the

launching of the 650-meter-diameter “chrysanthemums”
called Shô Sanjakudama (3-foot diameter fireworks shells),
the 800-meter-wide “Niagara Falls” reflecting on the
Shinano River, and phoenix-shaped fireworks that have
been created in the hope that earthquake-stricken Nagaoka
be restored safely and completely. 

The history of Nagaoka’s Fireworks is said to have start-
ed about 170 years ago. The formal display of fireworks
began in 1879, followed by 129 years of continuous devel-
opment and improvement. During this time, the techniques
and skills advanced, and the fireworks gradually became

more brilliant and daring.
Nagaoka’s fireworks, nour-
ished by tradition over many
years, have been elevated to
the position of an art.

One of the distinguishing
features of Nagaoka’s fire-
works is their unique size.
There are famous fireworks
in various parts of Japan, but
Nagaoka’s fireworks are
known as the largest in size
and the most dynamic. The variations of color and bright-
ness exhibited are the most beautiful and the overall pro-
duction is considered the best in Japan in both quality and
quantity.

By combining the various parts--the splendor of the star
mine, the sky-piercing booms, the weaving of light and
sound--an art of the highest dimension is produced. These
large-scale fireworks, which are qualified to be registered in
the Guinness Book of World Records, adorn the night sky
in Nagaoka every summer.
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This Month’s Useful Japanese Expressions

Here are some expressions related to the Nagaoka  Festival.

Zenyasai (the celebration on the eve of the festival) 
²
�e�œ

�÷�G
�•�^�M

Zenyasai wa hachigatsu tsuitachi desu.
(The celebration on the eve of the festival is held on August 1st.)

Minyô Nagashi (folk dance parade) �½�C�v
�ˆ�œ�‘�O�s�U

�`
Minyô nagashi de issho ni odorimashô.
(Let’s join the folk dance parade.)

Mikoshi (portable shrine) 
��+
�ˆ�\�`

Watashi mo mikoshi o katsugitaidesu.
(I want to be a portable shrine bearer.)

Taiko (drum) � 
�h�M

�‘
�\

Taiko no ensô wa itsu desuka.
(When will drumming be performed?)

Tôrô Nagashi (paper lantern floating) �n�w�v
�q�O�–�O�s�U

�`
Kakigawa ni tôrô o nagashite Nagaoka kûshû no giseisha o
shinobimasu.
(We remember the victims of the air raid over Nagaoka by
floating paper lanterns on the Kaki River.)

Hanabi Kaijô (fireworks viewing site) �V
�x�s

�P
�|

�q	Ô
�T�M�a�•�O

A: Hanabi kaijô eno ikikata o oshiete kudasai.
(Please tell me how to get to the fireworks viewing site.)

B: Shinanogawa no dote e aruite itte kudasai. 
(Walk to the Shinano Riverbank.)

Hanabi Kenbutsu (watching fireworks) �V
�x�s

�P
�|

�_
�Z�œ


ú
�•�m

A: Hanabi kenbutsu niwa doko ga ichiban ii desuka.
(Where is the best place to watch fireworks?)

B: Shinanogawa no dote ga ichiban ii basho desu.
(The Shinano Riverbank is the best place.) 
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August 2nd (Saturday), 2008
7:15 Message Fireworks

1.  :30 Niagara Falls & Super Grand Star Mine
2.  :33 Star Mine 
3.  :35 Vesuvius Grand Star Mine
4.  :37 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine
5.  :40 Vesuvius Grand Star Mine
6.  :42 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine
7.  :45 Size 10 (34 Shots) 
8. :47 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine
9.  :50 Vesuvius Grand Star Mine
10.  :52 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine
11.  :55 Size 10 (21 Shots)
12.  :57 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine
13. 8:00 Super Grand Wide Star Mine
14. :02 Size 10 (10 Shots)
15.  :04 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine 
16.  :07 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine & Size 20
17.  :10 Vesuvius Grand Star Mine
18.  :12 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine 
19.  :15 Vesuvius Grand Star Mine
20.  :17 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine
21.  :20 Vesuvius Grand Star Mine
22.  :22 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine
23.  :25 Vesuvius Grand Star Mine
24.  :27 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine
25.  :30 Niagara Falls
26.  :30 Size 30, Shô-Sanjakudama

(a 3-foot-diameter shell)
27 :33 Size 10 (10 Shots)
28 :35 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine
29  :38 Star Mine
30  :40 Super Grand Miracle Star Mine
31  :43 Star Mine
32  :45 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine
33  :48 Vesuvius Grand Star Mine 
34  :50 Kome Hyappyô Fireworks 

Size 10 (100 Shots)
35  :53 Vesuvius Grand Star Mine
36  :55 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine
37.  :58 Vesuvius Grand Star Mine 
38. 9:00 Size 30, Shô-Sanjakudama

(a 3-foot-diameter shell)
39.  :02 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine
40.  :05 Size 10 (12 Shots)
41.  :07 Phoenix-Shaped Fireworks
42.  :10 Takumi (Artisan) Fireworks

:15 Twin Star Mine

Entry Deadline: August 31st (Sunday)
Prize winning photographs will be exhibited at the Nagaoka
Civic Center between September 23rd (Tuesday) and
September 29th (Monday).

Send your photographs related to Nagaoka Festival to:
Nagaoka Kankô (Tourism) Convention Association
1-4-11 Ôte Street, Nagaoka City, 940-0062  Phone: 0258-32-1187
For detailed information, please contact the association.

August 3rd (Sunday), 2008
7:15 Message Fireworks

1.  :30 Niagara Falls & Super Grand Star Mine
2. :33 Star Mine 
3.  :35 Vesuvius Grand Star Mine
4.  :37 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine
5.  :40 Grand Star Mine
6.  :42 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine
7.  :45 Size 10 (23 Shots)
8.  :47 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine
9.  :50 Grand Star Mine
10.  :52 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine
11.  :55 Size 7 (4 Shots) & Size 10 (12 Shots)
12.  :57 Vesuvius Grand Star Mine
13. 8:00 Super Grand Wide Star Mine
14.  :02 Size 10 (10 Shots)
15.  :04 Vesuvius Grand Star Mine
16.  :06 Vesuvius Grand Star Mine & Size 20
17.  :09 Vesuvius Grand Star Mine
18.  :12 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine
19.  :15 Size 10 (30 Shots)
20.  :17 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine
21.  :20 Vesuvius Grand Star Mine
22.  :22 Twin Vesuvius Grand Star Mine
23.  :25 Vesuvius Grand Star Mine
24.  :27 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine
25.  :30 Niagara Falls
26.  :30 Size 30, Shô-Sanjakudama

(a 3-foot-diameter shell)
27.  :33 Size 10 (10 Shots)
28.  :35 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine
29.  :38 Vesuvius Grand Star Mine
30.  :40 Super Grand Miracle Star Mine
31.  :43 Star Mine
32.  :45 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine
33.  :48 Size 10 (12 Shots)
34.  :50 Ten Chi Jin Fireworks
35.  :55 Star Mine
36.  :57 Size 10 (30 Shots)
37. 9:00 Size 30, Shô-Sanjakudama

(a 3-foot-diameter shell) 
38.  :02 Vesuvius Super Grand Star Mine
39.  :05 Size 10 (12 Shots)
40.  :07 Phoenix-Shaped Fireworks
41.  :10 Takumi (Artisan) Fireworks

:15 Twin Star Mines

Fireworks Time Table

Nagaoka Festival Photography Contest
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