


A Model of the New City Hall Complex
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A 1:50 model of the New City Hall Complex was
completed and is on display on the second floor of the
Nagaoka Civic Center on Ôte Street.  

In order to relocate the present City Hall to the down-
town area, various steps are being taken. A design com-
petition for the complex was held in 2007. The success-
ful contestant was Professor Kengo Kuma of the
Department of Science and Technology, Keiô University. 

The roofed open plaza for various ceremonial pro-
grams, the arena for sport and recreational events, and
the Main City Hall for administrative services are all
connected.

At a workshop organized by Professor Kuma, the

The city’s Central Library and its eight branches have
approximately 800,000 volumes in a wide variety of
interests. The Central Library, in Gakkô-chô and adja-
cent to the City Gym, has nearly 370,000 books, sub-
scriptions to 19 newspapers and 236 periodicals, about
5,000 CDs (classical, Japanese, and western style

architect encouraged local students to create a model of
the New City Hall Complex. Under the instruction provid-
ed by the staff of the architect’s office, approximately 30
students joined in building the model (nearly 2m x 3m).

The aim was for the students to come up with some
new ideas, which even the designer did not think of,
while transforming the plan into a three- dimensional
form.

In a following workshop a wide variety of people
including the young and senior citizens are expected to
have virtual experiences of visiting the New City Hall
Complex by putting miniature figures of themselves in
the model.

music), almost 900 videos
(movies) and DVDs, etc.  An
audio visual area is also set
up in the library.

There are some English
books as well. Although they
are not placed in one particu-
lar section, they are classified by subject and put on open
stacks along with Japanese books. If you are interested in
reading novels or books in English about Japan, includ-
ing Japanese history, culture, traditions, manners, cus-
toms, and ways of living, just ask the library staff for
assistance.

Besides making the best use of these library resources,
you can even have a
little relaxation time
at the coffee table
corner set up in the
library where you can
bring in your own
food and beverages.

The Nagaoka City Central Library Welcomes You to 
a Great Library Experience
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A project to build gangi (covered sidewalks) in
Omote-machi in the Tochio District has been going on
since 1997. So far gangi sidewalks in front of 9 houses
were built in the community with approximately 80
households where the atmosphere of the good old days
still remain.

Owners of houses along roads traditionally provide
the front part of their property to build snow-free path-
ways by extending their eaves. These covered sidewalks
are known as “gangi.” In areas of heavy snowfall such as
the Tochio District, they are important walkways in win-
ter. Even on a rainy day or a hot, sunny day, this space
becomes a very valuable place for passers-by and neigh-
bors to enjoy chatting with each other.

However, many parts of these sidewalks have been
demolished. Some of the local elders want to preserve
these traditional gangi sidewalks that have always been
places for casual communication. Professor Shinya
Nishimura and his students from the Department of
Architecture, Niigata University, responded to the com-
munity’s wish and started the project.    

A total of seven groups of students and local residents
come together to design gangi sidewalks that are to
reflect the local history, traditions, and people’s thoughts.
The group members often get together and discuss vari-
ous topics. Students visit the area many times and inter-
act with residents. The administrative sector coordinates
and facilitates construction works. It usually takes one
year to build a section of gangi sidewalks in front of one
house. All participants can focus their enthusiasm on this
project by taking their time. “We are enjoying this time
consuming process,” stressed Mr. Kiyoshi Ôtake, the
owner of one of the residences. 

The12th Kome Hyappyô (One Hundred Sacks of Rice) Award
After the end of the Boshin Civil War of 1868, one

hundred sacks (6 tons) of rice were donated as emer-
gency relief to the war-devastated Nagaoka Han (a feu-
dal domain).

Torasaburô Kobayashi, the Grand Councilor of
Nagaoka Han, convinced starving clansmen that the rice
should not be distributed among them.  Against hostile
opposition, he insisted that the rice be sold and that the
funds raised be used to establish a school in order to fos-
ter promising young people who would play leading
roles in the city’s future development.

The citizens of Nagaoka take pride in and draw
courage from this guiding principle known as the Spirit
of Kome Hyappyô that was derived from the historic
incident.  This principle is the origin of Nagaoka’s com-
mitment to education.

In commemoration of the city’s 90th anniversary, the
City of Nagaoka has designated June 15th as “Kome
Hyappyô Day” in the hope that the famous story about
the one hundred sacks of rice will be remembered and
handed down to future generations.

On “Kome Hyappyô Day,” June 15, 2008, the 12th

Kome Hyappyô Award will be presented to Ms.
Toropekai Surutani, originally from Afghanistan and
now a resident of Tsukuba City, Ibaragi Prefecture, who
has devoted herself to help women in Afghanistan
achieve professional skills.

In order to support them, Ms. Surutani first estab-
lished her NGO’s School of Hope in Tsukuba City and

expanded its project to build the School of Hope in
Kabul, Afghanistan. The school has provided attendees
with free learning opportunities in reading, writing, cal-
culating, sewing, and dress designing in order for
Afghan women to be able to support themselves. So far
approximately 400 women graduated from this school.

Due to almost 23 years of war dev-
astation since 1979, many fathers lost
their lives, leaving their families in
hardship. Many mothers had no work-
ing skills and their children were unable
to go to school.    

The Special Kome Hyappyô Award
for this year also goes to the
National Theater Drama School of
Honduras, whose students per-

formed the drama Kome Hyappyô
over 80 times in Honduras and
also in Costa Rica, Nicaragua,
and El Salvador. The special
award honors the school’s great
contribution to sharing the spirit
of Kome Hyappyô with the world. 

The 12th Kome Hyappyô Day Celebration
June 15 (Friday), 2008  1:00 – 4:30 p.m.
Nagaoka Lyric Hall (Concert Hall)
%The Presentation of the 12th Kome Hyappyô Award 
%Keynote Lecture: Ms. Yôko Agi (author/song writer)

Local Residents and University Students 
Collaborate to Develop the Community

Ms.Toropekai
Surutani
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The 2008 Nagaoka City Full-of-Flowers Fair 

Seasonal Events
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May 31st (Sat) 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
June  1st (Sun) 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Hive Nagaoka & Senshûgahara Area

Giant Kite Battles (Ôtako Gassen)
Huge kites are flown from both riverbanks, crossing over the rivers.  The people on both sides of the river try to tangle their

opponents’ kite ropes with their own kite ropes high above the ground and try to pull down each other’s kites until the ropes
snap and break.  They use a huge kite that is nearly 4 meters high and 3 meters wide, and is made of about 100 sheets of paper. 

(1) Shirone Ôtako Gassen
Shirone/Ajikata, Niigata City
June 5th (Thurs) - June 9 (Mon) 1:00 p.m. -
Nakanokuchi Riverbanks 
30-minute drive from Tsubame Sanjô Station/
15-minute drive from Maki Kata Higashi IC
Information: Ôtako Gassen Event Committee

(025-373-2111)

(2) Sanjô Ôtako Gassen
June 7th (Sat) 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
June 8th (Sun) 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Near Sanjô Ohashi Bridge
Ikarashi Riverbanks

5-minute drive from Tsubame Sanjô Station/
5-minute drive from Sanjô Tsubame IC
Information: Sanjô City Shôkô Ka (0256-34-5511)

(3) Imamachi (Mitsuke City)/
Nakanoshima (Nagaoka City) Ôtako Gassen
June 7th (Sat) – June 9th (Mon) 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Near Imamachi Ôhashi Bridge, Kariyada Riverbanks
7-minute drive from Mitsuke
Station/
5-minute drive from
Nakanoshima IC
Information: Mitsuke City
Sangyô Shinkô Ka

(0258-62-1700)

Exploring Nagaoka
~ The Statue of Kenshin Uesugi, a Prominent Samurai Warrior ~

A statue of Lord Kenshin Uesugi (1530-1578), with a
Buddhist rosary in his left hand and a referee’s fan in his
right hand, sits in Akiba Park in the Tochio District. His
fearless expression conveys a philosophy of justice that was
inherited by Kanetsugu Naoe, one of Uesugi’s followers. 

Adorned with cherry blossoms in spring and maple
leaves in autumn, Akiba Park is home to the Lord Kenshin
Festival held annually on the third Sunday of September.

At the age of 14, Kenshin Uesugi (named Kagetora
Nagao at that time) made a triumphant entry into Tochio
Castle and reigned over the Chûetsu Region for six years
until he became the lord of Kasugayama Castle in present
day Jôetsu City.

Kagetora raised an army in Tochio and succeeded in
many distinguished military campaigns during the era
known as the Sengoku Jidai (1467-1568), the age of civil

strife in Japan. He assumed leadership over the Echigo
region (present day Niigata Prefecture), representing promi-
nent samurai warriors of the era.

Many historic sites and artifacts related to Lord Kenshin
Uesugi still remain in his boyhood home of the Tochio
District. 

Rose Festival
May 31st (Sat) – June 15th(Sun)
Echigo Kyûryô Kôen (Echigo Hillside Park) 
(Phone: 0258-47-8001)

Enjoy the sweet fragrance of the 340 different species
of gorgeous roses blooming on 1, 800 plants. 

Tochio Branch
Office 

Akiba Park 

Tochio Minami
Elementary School  

Old Tochio
Castle Site

Post Office 

The Statue of
Kenshin Uesugi

Kariyada River






